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February 24, 1953 


Miss Sheryl Huston. 
Princeton, Iowa 


Dear Sheryl, 

This letter isn’t going to reach you before the deadline of your scrapbook, I‘ft afraid; 
we had no mail here in Eldridge yesterday, so I didn’t gq^ your letter of February 21 


until tills morning. However, here are the answers to the 


Questions you asked, 
aew what libraries had to of- 


I grew up in a small town where there was no library. I 
fer, however, because I had an aunt who was the j xend llbgh Hnr. of a city library and 
whenever we visited that city I visited the public don’t bolieve anyone 

ever tried to influence me in the choice of ny career - notN^on the librarian aunt. 


Through association with her and the books 
cadi on I came to know and like books and/spftethj 
finished high school I went to live wl 
library to see if I really did like thoCwork 
I did. When, at library school, I le 
thought, "that’s for me." Remembering 
pressed with the possibility o 
the whole county. Incidentally;" tha 
county library system there/now. I ha 
profession looked to me to jbp a very sa 
isfying my liking for both. 


I received my BA d^gree-with 
Northfield, Minn .yUott, T took 
of Wisconsin at/Madison, Wisconsin. 




our familyvtv un any and every oc- 
of the library profession. When I 
and work as tin apprentice in the 
enough to go into it as a profession, 
e first time about county libraries, I 
small town vithoiit a library, I was lin¬ 
ing libraries through the cooperation of 
1 in which I grew up, is a part of the 

lwayVxiked people and books, and tho libr- ry 
factory way of bringing then together and sat¬ 


is tory and a minor in English at Carleton College, 
nry training at the Library School of the Univerlsty 
It is a one year course. 


Your que?f on dbbut the typilchl duties in a typical day if applied hero at the Scott, 

County Library gWes me pause. W© - or I should say I - have no typical day. That, I’ll 
admit is bocauae\Kn m th g^dralniatrator of the library. I may have a day carefully planned 
find after the firstC Bbur ner it the plans go by the boards for a salesman may come in; 
a telephone call may require my going out, perhaps even for the rest of the day. However, 
the work I do in this library which is a snail one and not departmentalized to any extent. 
Includes ordering the books,- tils process involves checking catalogs, lists, and reviews, 
fmd is quite time consuming - checking the orders against the invoices and the shipments 
of books when they arrive, keeping of records porta'ning to acquisitions and discards, 
all the corres ondenee connected with the business, all the buying of supplies} planning 
and overseeing the general work of tho rest of the staff,filling oul> questior.nnrtes and 
surveys which come to the library, writing publicity, speaking before various groups, 
and trying to keep everybody happy!. Obviously all these things can't all be done every¬ 
day - nor is there need for all of Shem everyday; so you see, there is no typical day in 
ray life - and I might add that there are days when I say a fervent thhnk God that there 
ren'tJ I'd hate to think of some of my days repeating themselves - ever - much less 
often enough to become typical, 1 
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Now a cataloger's day is more typical. Her responsibility is chiefly concerned with 
determining the classification of the new books, checking the authority of the author# 
names, applying subject headings to the books, overseeing the work of the typist W '. o 
ty-as .the catlog cards, revising all the typists work, and in the case of this library 
the cataloger happens to do the marking of the backs of the books, too. The division * 
of labor i3 not so great in a small library as in a large one, but the work all has to 
be done, so each person does more kinds of the work than she would in a larger place. 
To me that is one of the distinct advantages of a mall library - noth! g every becomes 
monotonous - there's too much variety for that ever to happen. Our catlloger also has 
charge of registration of borrowers and filling requests and ressrves. 


The bookmobile librarian is on the bookmobile everyday it/iis out. She has to £ind boo] 
to fill her requests on the bookmobile before they go ou; lever/ day - or when they com 
in she does it for the next day's run. She keeps her own (circulation count and files. 
That takes care of her days and weeks, believe me.' 


Our c-taloger al*o keeps the circulation book fo r - th^ 


I neglected to mention among ray duties t 
•preparing monthly reports for the board 

I believe that takes care of the que 
been unable to send you the vocatio: 
n: terial was out. I'm mailing a book 
on librarians. 


Perhaps I can give you some 
About salaries, for instan 
gre t deal. A person coral 
minimum of $ 3000.00 a year 
a month’s vacation with pay;' 




system. 


preparing th\MUs for payment and J&j 


sked in your letter. I'm sorry I h* 
bur mother requested last Friday. Ouj 
waver, to your mother which has a chapt< 



3U but haven't been able to get elsev/her* 

rears librarian's salaries have improved a 
school - with a BA behind him - can get a 
(fence in the field. Host libr- ry jobs now off< 
it the rate of one day a month which cumulates 
up to and includi^^-ye^rs u^ua Hn ^iome libraries allow longer; some sort of retire¬ 
ment plan. And /there is a tremendous scarcity of librarians for all the jobs avail bl< 
The work week ys/usually 39 At UO hours a week. Thera is evening work involved - usual 
a couple evenings a week. Were is at least a half day off each week - many libraries 
and^the trend i^yin that dir^dti~n - gige a whole day off each v/eek. 

All in all it's a^^^ty^JPine profession offering a fine variety of very interesting 
work. But don’t let anyone try to tell you that it's Ssuch nice clean work - all you 
have to do is sit and r~ad books all day long**! Believe raei I've done a variety of 
kinds of work in my day, but nothing that has ever contributed more dirt to my hands, 
face, and even clothes upon occasion.' And we Hardly hove time to read the reviews - 
much less the books themselvesi That's all done on our own time - and unl ess one is 
willing - nay eager - to do a lot of reading on her own she'll not make a good librarit 

I hope that you ”re seriously considering the librnryfield as your vocation. We need 
recruits.' 


Sincerely, 


Elizabeth B. Kage 

Librarian 







